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European Sea Ports Organisation 

Founded in 1993 

Represents European seaport authorities 

Members from EU and neighbouring 
countries 

Secretariat in Brussels 

Recognised counterpart of EU institutions 

A lobby and a knowledge network 

 

 



ESPO & the Environment 

Preparing recommendations on environmental 
management 

Drafting guidelines on specific issues (e.g. 
nature protection) 

Raising awareness and disseminating 
information  

Accommodating networking and exchange of 
good practices 

 

 

Encouraging ports to be proactive in protecting the 
environment by: 



Port of Genoa – ESPO Award winner 2012! 

“Citizens of the Port – Knowing and Living the Port of Genoa” 
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EU policy agenda (1) 

Ship emissions 

 Sulphur Directive 

 Measures GHG emissions of ships  

 NECAs? 

Review EU air quality policy  

 Air quality Directive 

 National Emissions Ceilings  

 



EU Policy agenda (2) 

Review EU waste legislation  

Review Environmental Impact Assessment Directive  

Proposals on Maritime Spatial Planning and ICZM 

EU climate change adaptation strategy  

 

 



Content 

 

1. ESPO and the environment 

 

2. EU policy agenda 

 

3. ESPO initiatives 

 

4. Conclusions 

 



ESPO initiatives 



ESPO Green Guide; 
   Towards excellence in port environmental management 

and sustainability 



We believe in  

Voluntary self-regulation  

Cooperating, sharing knowledge and experience 

Serving in parallel the interests of the business and the 

local communities (license to operate) 

Systematic approach to port environmental management   

Being transparent in communicating and reporting  



We commit to focused action on 5Es 

Exemplifying; Setting the good example when managing own 

operations 

Enabling;  Providing conditions that facilitate users and enable 

improved performance 

Encouraging; Providing incentives to greener port users 

Engaging with users and/or authorities in sharing knowledge 

and skills in joint projects 

Enforcing; Setting rules and ensuring compliance  

 

 



We apply the 5 Es on 5 top priorities 

Air quality 

Energy conservation and climate change 

Noise management 

Waste management 

Water management 



Dynamic 

Version 1 

70 contributions 

23 ports 

11 countries 

Open call for contributions * 

Annex 1 - Good practice examples  

www.espo.be   



Exemplify 



Enable 



Encourage 



Engage 



and as a last resort … Enforce 



Foreword by the European Commision  



www.espo.be / www.ecoports.com  



EcoPorts - an integral part of ESPO 

www.ecoports.com  

 

http://www.ecoports.com/


Visibility 



Self Diagnosis Method (SDM)  



Port Environmental Review System (PERS)  



Sector - 
Positive 
trends! 

 * Data for 2012 

originates from SDM 
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Conclusions 

 
Proactive voluntary self-regulation 

(Green Guide, 5 Es) 

EcoPorts Tools – proven systematic 

approach to EMS 

Port sector - Evidence of positive trends 

Working together, sharing knowledge 

and experiences 

 
 

 

 



Implementation ESPO Green Guide 

Environmental 

collaborative projects  

Environmental 

Improvement 

Self-regulation 



     Thank you for your attention! 
 

 

Dr Antonis Michail, Policy Advisor, ESPO 

antonis.michail@espo.be  

www.espo.be / www.ecoports.com 
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